June 2008

Dear Milk Producer

In Sept/Oct 2006 a group of dairy farmers met to discuss the crisis facing dairy farmers due to below cost of production milk prices.  As a result, Dairy Farmers of Scotland (DFOS) was formed.  

DFOS has 2 key objectives:

1. To provide a united voice for milk producers regardless of milk buyer

2. To realise a farmgate milk price that at least covers cost of production and essential investment.

In 2006 it was not thought necessary to form a formal committee, however since then and in order to join other organisations, open a bank account, etc., the following temporary office bearers are in place:

Acting chairman: Iain Smith, Greentowers, Lanark (07734 327873)

Acting secretary: Doris Robertson, Raahead, East Kilbride (07979 315083)

Acting treasurer: Hugh Neilson, Park, East Kilbride


One of the action points from the last DFOS meeting in Hamilton was to gauge farmer support.  It was also decided that DFOS had to be in a position to deliver and to do this it is now felt necessary to ask for a subscription.

To date we have relied on generous donations from local businesses; supply companies (feeding companies, AI companies, vets, CAs and builders); livestock markets; other organisations and a core group of farmers.  We have been really grateful for this support but feel it is not fair to keep asking those firms for money.

The subscription will be used for the following:

· Mailings when required

· Advertisements and intimations when required

· EMB and FFE membership dues and costs of travel to meetings

· The Fair Milk campaign

· Meeting expenses

· Any other essential expenses

If you’d like to strengthen DFOS, please send a cheque for at least £30 (more will allow us to do more!) made payable to ‘Dairy Farmers of Scotland’ along with the contact details form and return in the enclosed s.a.e.  

Cheques will not be cashed until we have a critical mass of producers wanting to back DFOS.  If there is not enough support, cheques will be destroyed.

If you know of any milk producer that hasn’t received a letter and would like to be part of DFOS contact Iain Smith or Doris Robertson or you can download a form from the website www.dfos.co.uk 

DFOS summary of events so far:
· 600 Scottish dairy farmers replied to the original questionnaire indicating that they would support a group representing all dairy farmers regardless of buyer and a database with contact details was set up.

· website was launched to allow our views to be heard
· joined European Milk Board (EMB) along with Irish Creamery Milk Suppliers Association (ICMSA) and Farmers Union of Wales (FUW)
· joined Fairness for Farmers in Europe (FFE) and DFOS was one of only 12 organisations under the umbrella of FFE that signed the letter to the European Ombudsman leading to the Brazilian beef ban

· ‘the Fair Milk’ campaign launched across Europe www.fairmilk.co.uk
· ‘the Fair Milk’ trademark was registered in UK on behalf of EMB and the Scottish ‘Faironika’ cow arrived from Europe and is part of the European herd of Faironikas from 15 member countries

· momentum lost at the end of last year because of price increases – the Scottish Fair Milk campaign was launched at Agriscot but little interest because of price rises at the time

· attended meetings of both EMB and FFE - very useful providing contact with dairy farmers across Europe and further afield
· useful contacts now in place with good potential to take DFOS forward.

The Scottish fair milk logo…



and the Scottish ‘Faironika’ cow
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The Euro 2008 ‘special edition’ fair milk logo showing the cows painted in national flag colours of the 15 EMB member countries… 
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